Basic Skills Quality Mark Programme ² Visit Feedback Report
School name: Highview Primary School
Headteacher: Kim Dorian-Kemp
School email: HighViewSchool@plymouth.gov.uk

Tel no:
01752 770943
Visit date:
18.4·3

Alliance QM Assessor: Lucinda Ross
Purpose of
Visit (delete as

Renewal/accreditation

appropriate)

The Assessor spoke with the following people
Headteacher and/or
Senior Leaders
YES
SENCo
NO

Literacy Subject
Leader
YES
Pupil
representatives
YES

¶/HDUQLQJ:DON·FRPSOHWHG" YES
(assessor to
delete as
appropriate)

Numeracy Subject
Leader
YES
Governor
representative(s)
YES

Assessment Manager
YES
Parent
representative(s)
NO

Relevant evidence-base reviewed? YES

There were no previous development
points.

Suggested areas for development in preparation for the next Quality Mark visit:
x Following an initial discussion the school has worked towards gathering evidence for
Quality Mark accreditation, and following this assessment, the Adviser is happy to
recommend the school be awarded the Primary Quality Mark.
x With regard to future development, the Adviser discussed with the Leadership Team
WKHLPSRUWDQFHRIUHWDLQLQJWKHVFKRRO·VXQLTXHcharacteristics around creativity,
whilst developing ways to embed new national agendas in learning and to consider
working towards the Early Years Quality Mark.
¶*RRGSUDFWLFH·LGHQWLILHGLQUHODWLRQWRWKH(OHPHQWVRIWKH4XDOLW\0DUN:
x Highview Primary School has 337 pupils on roll and is situated in an area of economic
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and social deprivation. Recently rebuilt, the school enjoys excellent facilities, but this
does not lessen the very real challenges facing the school staff on a daily basis. The
sFKRRODFKLHYHG¶2XWVWDQGLQJ·LQDQ2IVWHGLQVSHFWLRQLQDQGZDVDZDUGHGQDWLRQDO
teaching/support school status in 2012. One word encapsulates the unique nature of
this school;; creativity, and this creativity in thinking, planning, learning and
relationship building underpins the dedication of every member of the school
community, making Highview Primary a very special school.
A broad range of well-organised evidence was provided for the QM assessment,
demonstrating clearly the consistent rigour and high standards maintained in all areas
of the work of the school. The school has clear systems in place to secure continuous
school improvement, all interlinked and focused upon pupil outcomes. All evidence was
linked to the QM school self audit, amply covering the 10 elements.
The school improvement planning is based upon reflective analysis of a broad range of
data used to continuously drive forward ongoing progress and personalised provision,
along with innovative practice which is used to support other local schools. The school
presents as an outstanding learning environment where every child enjoys learning and
achieves excellent results. Assessment data effectively informs planning for teaching
and learning, and although children start school generally below average, they make
outstanding progress. In 2012 children achieved the following results in end of key
Stage assessments:
KS1 L2+ Reading 84% Writing 75% Maths 88%
KS2 L4+ En. 97% Ma. 100%.
Moreover, the school has a warm, vibrant atmosphere which engages the whole school
FRPPXQLW\VXSSRUWLQJVXFFHVVLQHYHU\DVSHFWRIFKLOGUHQ·VOLYHV
7HDFKHU·Vplanning is of a consistently high standard, making provision for creative
experiential learning and developing independent learning skills from an early age.
English and Maths are at the heart of a broad curriculum and external agencies and
interventions are used selectively for support;; a Nurture group and small
BLAST/ECAR groups in KS1 and 2 respectively ensure a swift action to address gaps
in progress.
The Learning Walk of the school highlights the way in which the environment genuinely
LV¶WKHWKLUGWHDFKHU·DW+LJKYLHZ3ULPDU\HYHU\FODVVURRPGLVSOD\VFRQVLVWHQWKLJK
standards of organisation, maximising the space and resources effectively to support
and facilitate independent learning. Resources are designed to encourage active
OHDUQLQJDFURVVWKHFXUULFXOXP&KLOGUHQ·VOHDUQLQJLVSODQQHGWKHPDWLFDOO\DOZD\V
originating from a question which engages children as researchers and develops an
ethos of enquiry. Classrooms and shared spaces vividly reflect these learning themes
DQGWKHFUHDWLYHDUWVDUHXVHGLPDJLQDWLYHO\WRHQKDQFHFKLOGUHQ·VOHDUQLQJIRU
example, the Magic Hour film club engages children in film making at every stage from
an early age. ICT is also meaningfully embedded into core subjects. In a Year 5/6
maths lesson, children were using measuring skills as part of the process of designing
and making beach shoes, entering their data onto software in order to generate useful
graphs and charts. Speaking and listening is evident in every classroom, as children are
actively engaged in purposeful discussions as they work. Writing, across a range of
genres, is celebrated across the school, and the written work of all children is
displayed with great care, adding value to the work.
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Discussions with Literacy and Numeracy Subject Leaders, and supporting evidence,
demonstrated the commitment and enthusiasm of middle leadership in the school.
Subject Leaders work in pairs to ensure succession planning, and follow a similar model
of practice to that used to teach;; they work collaboratively with colleagues in order to
generate areas for improvement and facilitate collaborative learning and development,
thus engaging the commitment of all members of staff. Regular analysis of data,
PRQLWRULQJRISODQQLQJDQGSXSLOV·ZRUNSURYLGHVDVROLGIRXQGDWLRQIRUWKHLUZRUN, and
purposeful tracking guarantees all children make progress. Subject Leaders are well
informed and knowledgeable in their areas of leadership;; they inspire enthusiasm in
others and are open to continuous learning. They create exciting and motivational
opportunities to engage children, such as Reading Champions, an online book club, and
Mathletics, a global maths gaming system.
School governors play an active role in every aspect of school life and the school PSA
works with great energy and commitment to build positive relationships with families.
7KHZD\LQZKLFKWKHVFKRROVWDIIUHDOO\¶JRWKHH[WUDPLOH·LQVXSSRUWLQJIDPLOLHVKDV
KDGDKLJKO\EHQHILFLDOLPSDFWXSRQFKLOGUHQ·VOHDUQLQJDQGEHKDYLRXUIRUOHDUQLQJ7KH
PSA has organised maths themed coffee mornings for parents, along with a range of
other activities the school offers to welcome parents into the school, with great
results!
Pupils at Highview Primary are enthusiastic and positive about their learning,
describing how they enjoy learning and take great pride in their work. They talk about
WKHZD\WKHLUWHDFKHUV¶WXUQOHDUQLQJLQWRJDPHV·DQG¶PDNHWKHOHDUQLQJOLQNXS·ZKLFK
helps them to value the meaning behind the knowledge and skills they acquire. They
are clear about the strategies in place to support them if they are stuck, and the way
in which their teachers are helpful if they struggle but also ready to provide
interesting challenges if they are whizzing ahead. All the children feel that their
school is a great school and definitely deserves a Quality Mark! Scrutiny of SXSLOV·
ERRNVVKRZVFRQVLVWHQWO\KLJKVWDQGDUGVZLWKFKLOGUHQ·VZRUNFarefully marked
against learning objectives, and regular opportunities for pupils to responds to marking
comments and next steps guidance.
All evidence provided demonstrates rigorous policy and practice, aspirational target
setting and purposeful planning of creative teaching and learning, focused upon
supporting children in achieving their very best in core subjects and skills. Highview
Primary is an innovative school in which all the school staff are committed to
maintaining excellent standards, and children are enthusiastic and confident in their
learning. As a result of this assessment, I strongly recommend that Highview
Primary School be awarded a renewed Primary Quality Mark.
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